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Welcome to our second newsletter.

Our aim is to inform you about 
progress in combating the Devil 
Facial Tumour Disease (DFTD) that is 
threatening Tasmanian devils in the 
wild across Tasmania.

A lot has happened since February 
this year, when I joined the 
Tasmanian devil disease team. This 
includes meeting not only the team 
members, but also the many wildlife 
park owners, scientists, university 
researchers and community groups 
who are playing an active part in 
efforts to save the devil.

An example of the far þung interest and concern in the project 
was highlighted in June this year. I met representatives from 
the Maxvalu Supermarket chain in Japan, who contributed 
$30,000 raised by them and their customers to assist in our local 
conservation efforts.

Qantas has become a major supporter. Qantas recently funded 
and produced nine Tasmanian devil donation sculptures for 
location at airports on the mainland and in Tasmania ï and 
at Visitor Centres at some National Parks and the Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery. Early signs are that they are proving 
successful in gathering money to support management actions 
and scientiýc research. They are also raising awareness about the 
plight of the devil.

Scientists involved in the program have published four more 
research papers. They reþect how much knowledge has been 
gained in a relatively short period of time and clarify the state of 
knowledge of this emerging disease and its impacts.
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